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Reform, the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, and the Committee on Homeland 
Security be discharged from further 
consideration of House Resolution 827, 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 827 

Whereas, in the early hours of Sunday, 
June 12, 2016, a 29-year-old man from Ft. 
Pierce, Florida, killed 49 and wounded 53 in-
nocent people in a horrific terrorist attack 
on Pulse Orlando, a lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender nightclub, during Latin 
night; 

Whereas the gunman, who was investigated 
in 2013–2014 by the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (in this preamble referred to as the 
‘‘FBI’’) for possible connections to terrorism, 
pledged his allegiance to the leader of the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (in this 
preamble referred to as ‘‘ISIL’’); 

Whereas President Barack Obama called 
the attack an act of both terror and hate as 
well as an attack on all of the people of the 
United States and the fundamental values of 
equality and dignity; 

Whereas the attack is the deadliest mass 
shooting in the modern history of the United 
States and the worst terrorist attack on 
United States soil since September 11, 2001; 

Whereas the law enforcement professionals 
of the city of Orlando and Orange County, 
Florida, the Florida Department of Law En-
forcement, the FBI, and the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, and 
other emergency and health care profes-
sionals responded to the attack bravely and 
admirably and in a coordinated manner, sav-
ing many lives; 

Whereas following the attack hundreds of 
people stood in long lines to donate blood for 
those injured in the attack, and the people of 
Orlando, the State of Florida, and the United 
States expressed overwhelming support for 
the victims and their families regardless of 
race, ethnicity, religion, sex, or sexual ori-
entation; and 

Whereas the threat of terrorist attacks 
against the United States and the people of 
the United States persists, including the 
threat posed by homegrown terrorists in-
spired by foreign terrorist organizations like 
ISIL: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) condemns the horrific terrorist attack 
on the Pulse Orlando nightclub on June 12, 
2016, in which 49 innocent people were killed 
and 53 injured; 

(2) honors the memory of the victims 
killed in the attack and offers heartfelt con-
dolences and deepest sympathies for their 
families, loved ones, and friends; 

(3) expresses hope for a full and speedy 
recovery by and pledges continued support 
for those injured in the attack; 

(4) applauds the dedication and bravery 
of local, State, and Federal law enforcement 
and counterterrorism officials for their ef-
forts to respond to the attack and secure 
communities; 

(5) stands together with all people of the 
United States, regardless of race, ethnicity, 
religion, sex, or sexual orientation, in the 
face of terror and hate; and 

(6) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States and its allies to defeat the Is-

lamic State of Iraq and the Levant and other 
terrorist groups at home and abroad and to 
address the threat posed by homegrown ter-
rorism. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTENNIAL 
COMMISSION ACT 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 5722) to es-
tablish the John F. Kennedy Centen-
nial Commission, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reserving 
the right to object, of course, I will not 
object, but I do want to thank the ma-
jority leader and I want to thank the 
Speaker. We have all joined in this res-
olution. It is almost exactly like that 
which we passed for Ronald Reagan— 
two Presidents who contributed great-
ly, not only to the wellness of this 
country and the greatness of this coun-
try, but also two Presidents who in-
spired so many Americans about their 
country, about their government, and 
about participation by average citizens 
in their government. 

I thank Mr. CHAFFETZ for bringing 
this to the floor, and I urge strong sup-
port of the resolution. 

I withdraw my reservation of objec-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
ervation is withdrawn. 

Is there objection to the request of 
the gentleman from Utah. 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5722 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘John F. Ken-
nedy Centennial Commission Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT. 

There is established a commission to be 
known as the ‘‘John F. Kennedy Centennial 
Commission’’ (in this Act referred to as the 
‘‘Commission’’). 
SEC. 3. DUTIES OF COMMISSION. 

The Commission shall— 
(1) plan, develop, and carry out such activi-

ties as the Commission considers fitting and 
proper to honor John F. Kennedy on the oc-
casion of the 100th anniversary of his birth; 

(2) provide advice and assistance to Fed-
eral, State, and local governmental agencies, 
as well as civic groups to carry out activities 
to honor John F. Kennedy on the occasion of 
the 100th anniversary of his birth; 

(3) develop activities that may be carried 
out by the Federal Government that are fit-
ting and proper to honor John F. Kennedy on 
the occasion of the 100th anniversary of his 
birth; and 

(4) submit to the President and Congress 
reports pursuant to section 7. 
SEC. 4. MEMBERSHIP. 

(a) NUMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—The Com-
mission shall be composed of 11 members as 
follows: 

(1) The Secretary of the Interior. 
(2) Four members appointed by the Presi-

dent after considering the recommendations 
of the Board of Trustees of the John F. Ken-
nedy Library Foundation. 

(3) Two Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

(4) One Member of the House of Represent-
atives appointed by the minority leader of 
the House of Representatives. 

(5) Two Members of the Senate appointed 
by the majority leader of the Senate. 

(6) One Member of the Senate appointed by 
the minority leader of the Senate. 

(b) EX OFFICIO MEMBER.—The Archivist of 
the United States shall serve in an ex officio 
capacity on the Commission to provide ad-
vice and information to the Commission. 

(c) TERMS.—Each member shall be ap-
pointed for the life of the Commission. 

(d) DEADLINE FOR APPOINTMENT.—All mem-
bers of the Commission shall be appointed 
not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(e) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Commis-
sion shall— 

(1) not affect the powers of the Commis-
sion; and 

(2) be filled in the manner in which the 
original appointment was made. 

(f) RATES OF PAY.—Members shall not re-
ceive compensation for the performance of 
their duties on behalf of the Commission. 

(g) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each member of 
the Commission shall be reimbursed for trav-
el and per diem in lieu of subsistence ex-
penses during the performance of duties of 
the Commission while away from home or 
his or her regular place of business, in ac-
cordance with applicable provisions under 
subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

(h) QUORUM.—A majority of the members 
of the Commission shall constitute a quorum 
to conduct business, but two or more mem-
bers may hold hearings. 

(i) CHAIRPERSON.—The chairperson of the 
Commission shall be elected by a majority 
vote of the members of the Commission. 
SEC. 5. DIRECTOR AND STAFF OF COMMISSION. 

(a) DIRECTOR AND STAFF.—The Commission 
shall appoint an executive director and such 
other additional employees as are necessary 
to enable the Commission to perform its du-
ties. 

(b) APPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN CIVIL SERV-
ICE LAWS.—The executive director and em-
ployees of the Commission may be appointed 
without regard to the provisions of title 5, 
United States Code, governing appointments 
in the competitive service, and may be paid 
without regard to the provisions of chapter 
51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of such 
title relating to classification and General 
Schedule pay rates, except that the rate of 
pay for the executive director and other em-
ployees may not exceed the rate payable for 
level V of the Executive Schedule under sec-
tion 5316 of such title. 

(c) DETAIL OF FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—Upon 
request of the Commission, the Secretary of 
the Interior or the Archivist of the United 
States may detail, on a reimbursable basis, 
any of the employees of that department or 
agency to the Commission to assist it in car-
rying out its duties under this Act. 

(d) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The Com-
mission may procure such temporary and 
intermittent services as are necessary to en-
able the Commission to perform its duties. 

(e) VOLUNTEER AND UNCOMPENSATED SERV-
ICES.—Notwithstanding section 1342 of title 
31, United States Code, the Commission may 
accept and use voluntary and uncompensated 
services as the Commission determines nec-
essary. 
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SEC. 6. POWERS OF COMMISSION. 

(a) HEARINGS.—The Commission may, for 
the purpose of carrying out this Act, hold 
hearings, sit and act at times and places, 
take testimony, and receive evidence as the 
Commission considers appropriate. 

(b) MAILS.—The Commission may use the 
United States mails in the same manner and 
under the same conditions as other depart-
ments and agencies of the United States. 

(c) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The Com-
mission may secure directly from any de-
partment or agency of the United States in-
formation necessary to enable it to carry out 
its duties under this Act. Upon request of the 
chairperson of the Commission, the head of 
that department or agency shall furnish that 
information to the Commission. 

(d) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, DEVISES.—The Com-
mission may solicit, accept, use, and dispose 
of gifts, bequests, or devises of money, serv-
ices, or property, both real and personal, for 
the purpose of aiding or facilitating its work. 

(e) AVAILABLE SPACE.—Upon the request of 
the Commission, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall make available nation-
wide to the Commission, at a normal rental 
rate for Federal agencies, such assistance 
and facilities as may be necessary for the 
Commission to carry out its duties under 
this Act. 

(f) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Commission 
may enter into contracts with and com-
pensate government and private agencies or 
persons to enable the Commission to dis-
charge its duties under this Act. 
SEC. 7. REPORTS. 

(a) ANNUAL REPORTS.—The Commission 
shall submit to the President and the Con-
gress annual reports on the revenue and ex-
penditures of the Commission, including a 
list of each gift, bequest, or devise to the 
Commission with a value of more than $250, 
together with the identity of the donor of 
each gift, bequest, or devise. 

(b) INTERIM REPORTS.—The Commission 
may submit to the President and Congress 
interim reports as the Commission considers 
appropriate. 

(c) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than August 
31, 2017, the Commission shall submit a final 
report to the President and the Congress 
containing— 

(1) a summary of the activities of the Com-
mission; 

(2) a final accounting of funds received and 
expended by the Commission; and 

(3) the findings, conclusions, and final rec-
ommendations of the Commission. 
SEC. 8. TERMINATION. 

The Commission may terminate on such 
date as the Commission may determine after 
it submits its final report pursuant to sec-
tion 7(c), but not later than September 30, 
2017. 
SEC. 9. ANNUAL AUDIT. 

The Inspector General of the Department 
of the Interior may perform an audit of the 
Commission, shall make the results of any 
audit performed available to the public, and 
shall transmit such results to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate. 
SEC. 10. PROHIBITION ON OBLIGATION OF FED-

ERAL FUNDS. 
No Federal funds may be obligated to carry 

out this Act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 
Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, pursu-

ant to clause 4 of rule XVI, I move that 

when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 9:00 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2017 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material for the fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 5538, and 
that I may include tabular material on 
the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 820 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5538. 

Will the gentleman from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MOONEY) kindly take the 
chair. 

b 1824 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5538) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2017, and for 
other purposes, with Mr. MOONEY of 
West Virginia (Acting Chair) in the 
chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today, 
amendment No. 73 printed in House Re-
port 114–683, offered by the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE), had 
been disposed of. 

AMENDMENT NO. 76 OFFERED BY MR. PALMER 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 76 printed 
in House Report 114–683. 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Chairman, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to carry out the 
powers granted under section 3063 of title 18, 
United States Code. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 820, the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. PALMER) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Alabama. 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Chairman, first, I 
want to commend my colleague, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. CAL-
VERT), for his and his colleagues on Ap-
propriations’ work on this bill. 

Mr. Chairman, the Environmental 
Protection Agency spends as much as 
$50 million per year to employ nearly 
200 armed agents at an average cost of 
$216,000 per year per agent. In total, 
over the period from fiscal year 2006 to 
fiscal year 2015, the EPA spent an esti-
mated $715 million for its criminal en-
forcement program. 

These 200 agents are equipped with 
guns and ammunition up to 30 milli-
meter in caliber, camouflage and other 
deceptive equipment, night vision, un-
manned aircraft, and other military- 
style equipment. 

A 2015 report noted that the EPA 
spent $24,700 on ammunition between 75 
millimeter and 125 millimeter and 
$23,000 on ammunition over 125 milli-
meter. If this is true, what possible use 
could the EPA have for purchasing 
rounds of that size? 

The EPA is just one of more than 67 
Federal agencies that employ armed 
personnel, many of whom most Ameri-
cans would never associate with law 
enforcement. These include the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, the Federal Reserve 
Board, and the National Institutes of 
Health, among others. 

Federal agencies should be able to 
clearly demonstrate their need for 
armed personnel and, absent such a 
demonstration, should rely on local 
law enforcement when there is a need 
for armed protection. 

My amendment would prohibit fund-
ing for EPA’s armed agents and begin 
to address the troubling trend of the 
militarization in our Federal agencies. 
I urge my colleagues to support it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, I rise 

in opposition to the amendment. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from California is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, I un-
derstand the gentleman’s concerns 
about sometimes the perception of 
overreach, and sometimes the real per-
ception of overreach, by agencies of the 
United States Government. 

I have taken a lot of shots at the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, and 
probably will continue to do so. How-
ever, this amendment reaches too far. 

We may not always agree on where it 
is appropriate to draw the line on envi-
ronmental laws and regulations. Some 
think some standards are too strin-
gent, and others will say they are not 
tough enough. That is a fair policy de-
bate to have, and that is what we are 
doing tonight. However, we know, no 
matter where the line is ultimately 
drawn, there are individuals out there 
who are willingly and knowingly try-
ing to find ways around those laws. 

As such, EPA needs the ability to 
look into criminal activity, whether it 
is illegal dumping of waste, negligent 
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